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Getting to school 
safely
Jump on board the walking school bus
Please consider making 2011 the year that you leave the 
car at home and walk, cycle or catch public transport to 
school or jump on board the walking school bus.

A walking school bus is currently running in 13 schools in 
Moonee Valley, with new schools starting this year. If your 
school would like to start the program, please contact 
Council for further information. We will assist in the set up 
of the program and then continue to provide support to the 
school and volunteers. 

The benefits of the walking school bus are:

Encourages children to develop physical and social skills.•	
�Improves children’s overall health and encourages a •	
sense of independence.
Children build friendships.•	
�Decreases traffic congestion around schools.•	
�Increases road safety and awareness around schools.•	
�Strengthens community/Council relations.•	
�Children arrive at school alert and ready to learn.•	

Safety around schools
When children are crossing the road, please remind 
them to: 

Stop one step back from the kerb 
Look in all directions for traffic 
Listen for nearby traffic 
Think about whether it is safe to cross

Commit to walking or cycling to school whenever possible. 
To keep your children safe when you do decide to drive:

�Always find a safe and legal parking area; parking in a •	
‘no stopping’ area carries an infringement of $119. 
�Let your child out on the footpath side of the road.•	
Do not double park; this carries an infringement of $72.•	
�Park away from the school entrance and walk to drop •	
off or pick up your child.

Increasing recycling  
in schools
Council is now offering an improved kerbside 
recycling collection service to Moonee Valley’s local 
schools. 

All schools are entitled to up to 15 recycling bins 
to help them to recycle as much as possible. Using 
Council’s recycling service can save those schools 
currently using private recycling services money.

For example, by joining Council’s service, Our Lady of 
the Nativity Primary School in Aberfeldie has reduced 
its recycling costs from around $1,500 a year to 
nothing. This is an equivalent saving of 200 new books 
for their library every year. 

Recycling in schools is a great way to teach students 
about recycling and how diverting waste from landfill 
can help the environment. Council also runs a Teachers 
Environment Network where schools can share and get 
information and advice about environmental initiatives. 
Contact Council at environment@mvcc.vic.gov.au  
to join.

Schools wishing to be part of the recycling collection 
service can call Council’s Operations team on  
9243 8888.
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Shopping locally
Focus on Centreway, East Keilor
Looking for a friendly, relaxed shopping experience? 
Look no further than Centreway.

This unique centre is tucked away in the quiet back streets of 
East Keilor. It’s the perfect place to bring the kids, who can 
enjoy themselves in the leafy green reserve and children’s 
playground located right in the middle of the shops.

It’s also a quick and easy place to run your errands, with 
a number of amenities including the East Keilor branch of 
Bendigo Bank, a post office and a medical centre.

The centre prides itself on having the first ever JB Hi-Fi, and 
also is home to various niche speciality stores including a 
gluten free supermarket. Other businesses include cafes, hair 
and beauty salons and a variety of retail stores.

Visit the place that locals love to shop. You’ll be surprised at 
what you find.

Mediterranean  
Fiesta 2011
Moonee Valley has a long history of migration from 
European countries located on the Mediterranean Sea, 
in particular from Italy and Greece. 

The vibrant contribution that these communities have made 
to the Municipality was celebrated with the Council’s first 
Mediterranean Fiesta held last year.

This year the Mediterranean Fiesta will be bigger and 
better and will become a showcase for a wider range of 
Mediterranean cultures such as the Maltese, Croatian, 
Lebanese, Slovenian, Cypriot and Turkish. 

The event, which coincides with Cultural Diversity Week, will 
celebrate the contributions these communities have made 
to Moonee Valley through their food, music, art, dance and 
their traditions. With cooking demonstrations, live stage 
performances, workshops and activities for the kids, this is a 
great day out for the whole family.  

The Mediterranean Fiesta is a free event and will take place 
in a piazza style setting at the Centreway Shopping Centre 
in East Keilor on Sunday, 27 March from 11am to 4pm. 

For more information contact the Arts and Culture team on 
9243 8888.

New alcohol 
restrictions 
Council has voted to have alcohol restrictions from 
9pm-9am in Flemington, Ascot Vale, Moonee Ponds, 
Essendon, Airport West, East Keilor and Strathmore.

Given the changes, upgraded restrictions signs will be 

installed as soon as possible, in order that the restrictions 
can be enforced by Victoria Police.

Council has also provided for a 24-hour restriction on those 
roads in the vicinity of major venues and events such as the 
Cox Plate, Spring Racing Carnival at Flemington and events 
at the Showgrounds.

For a map of the alcohol restriction areas, visit  
mvcc.vic.gov.au, the Civic Centre or libraries.
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Get involved  
- My Smart Garden
Do you want to do something great for the 
environment and have fun in your garden at the 
same time? Then we encourage you to register your 
interest in our new program called My Smart Garden.

As a participant you will be able to lower your energy, 
water and food costs, access discounted goods and 
services, connect with other smart gardeners, receive 
guidance at workshops and realise more liveable 
indoor and outdoor spaces.

To get involved, go to our website and register your 
interest at mysmartgarden.org.au or contact Sarah 
Lamshed, My Smart Garden Project Officer,  
on 9243 8888.

Sustainable Suburbs
The Sustainable Suburbs solar bulk buy program is 
open again for Moonee Valley residents. Rebates for 
solar power will reduce in mid-2011 so act now to 
avoid missing out. 

Call 1300 206 113 now for a great price with  
personal service you can rely on or visit  
envirogroup.com.au/sustainablesuburbs for more 
information.

Environment forum
Different weather patterns will mean a different way 
of living. The first environment forum for 2011 will 
explore what it means for a household, a business 
and a community to adapt to our changing climate.  
Come along and be involved in this inspiring and 
informative event.

Wednesday, 23 March  
7pm-9pm 
Moonee Valley Civic Centre,  
9 Kellaway Avenue, Moonee Ponds

Free event - refreshments provided and giveaways.  
Please RSVP by Friday, 18 March to the Environment 
team on 9243 8888.

Environment 
News in brief

Participate  
in Clean Up  
Australia Day
Clean Up Australia Day is a  
great day out and everyone  
can get involved. 

Taking place on Sunday, 6 March, it is an opportunity for the 
community to get together and show they care about the 
local environment by helping to make their neighbourhood 
litter free. 

In 2010, Moonee Valley had eight registered sites and more 
than 150 members of the local community came along on 
the day. This year, we’d love even more people to be part 
of this fun event to help keep Moonee Valley clean and 
beautiful.

How you can be involved?

Register a Clean Up Site 

Select a site in your local area that you think needs a clean 
up. Register your site at cleanupaustraliaday.org.au or 1800 
CUA DAY (1800 282 329) and you will receive a Clean Up kit 
containing everything you need to organise and promote 
your site.

Volunteer at an existing Clean Up Site

Visit cleanupaustraliaday.org.au to get a list of sites in your 
local area. Then it’s as easy as turning up on the day.

Contact Penny Mueller on 9243 8888 if you would like 
advice on suitable sites to register or to find out where your 
nearest site is.

Businesses and schools can also be involved in Clean Up 
events. Business Clean Up Day is on Tuesday, 1 March and 
Schools Clean Up Day takes place on Friday, 4 March.
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180 Holmes Road, Moonee Ponds 
P: 8325 1750  
E: incineratorarts@mvcc.vic.gov.au 
W: incineratorarts.com.au

750 Mt Alexander Road 
(Cnr Pascoe Vale Rd), 

Moonee Ponds 
P: 9243 9191 

E: enquiries@clocktowercentre.com.au 
W: clocktowercentre.com.au

Clocktower Centre Theatre Season 
- Lights Up 
Breast Wishes 
Friday, 18 March at 8pm 
Saturday, 19 March at 2pm and 8pm

Breast Wishes is an uplifting 
new Australian musical about 
life, love, family and silicon. 
A sophisticated and hilarious 
glimpse of cleavage and 
beyond which promises to 
make your heart sing!

Tuesdays with Morrie  
Wednesday 6 and Thursday, 7 April at 8pm

From the best-selling memoir by Mitch Albom comes a 
tender and uplifting comedy about a life-altering friendship.

For the complete 2011 Theatre Season brochure call 
9243 9191 or visit clocktowercentre.com.au

Morning Music 2011 Series One
Silvie Paladino in Concert 
Tuesday, 22 February at 11am

Accompanied by David Cameron on 
piano, Silvie Paladino will entertain 
you with songs from her vast 
repertoire including classics from 
music theatre, hits from the Sixties 
and Barbra Streisand favourites.    

The Mikado  
Tuesday, 22 March at 11am

An enjoyable new version of the most popular Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s The Mikado, contains musical delights as well as 
comedy scenes that will have audiences in gales of laughter

Children’s School Holiday Shows 
The Night Zoo 
Thursday, 14 April at 11am

Go wild with the wildlife of The Night Zoo, as we join Jamie 
on a night on which her dreams might just come true.  
The Night Zoo is brought to magical life with puppets, dance 
and animation.

Exhibitions
Migration Stories Told Here 
Open Wed to Sun, 11am to 4pm

An exhibition from the 
Immigration Museum, Stories of 
Migration Told Here explores the 
migration experiences of four 
different communities:

From Kimono to Sushi: The Japanese in Victoria 
27 January – 27 February

Callaloo: The Caribbean Mix in Victoria 
2 March – 1 May

Handing on the Key: Palestinians in Australia 
2 March – 1 May

Workshops 
February to July 2011

These popular short courses are specifically designed to 
take you through a step-by-step learning process in a 
positive and supportive environment. Courses are held 
weekly and run for approximately two hours. 

Life Drawing for Beginners  
Monday at 10am or 6.30pm  

Introduction to Painting and Drawing   
Tuesday at 10am or 6.30pm

Meditation and Intuitive Art Class  
Wednesday at 9.30am

Ceramics for Everyone 
Wednesday at 10am or 6.30pm

Continuing Painting and Drawing 
Thursday at 10am or 6.30pm  

Continuing Life Drawing  
Friday at 10am or 1pm

Registrations for  
aRtECYCLE 2011 open
5 May – 12 June  
aRtECYCLE – an exhibition inspired by the use of 
reclaimed materials.

$10,000 non-acquisitive prize pool. Entries close  
Friday, 11 March. Download an entry form at 
incineratorarts.com.au or call 8325 1750.
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Your library over summer

Access talking 
books from your 
own home
Moonee Valley libraries 
have gone digital with the 
addition of downloadable 
audiobooks to its borrowing services. Library members 
now have 24/7 access to talking books. 

Best sellers, classic and award-winning audio titles can be 
downloaded from the library catalogue to computers and 
then transferred to iPods and other MP3 devices. All that 
is required is a Moonee Valley library membership and a 
computer with internet access. Borrowers may download 
and check out up to 10 audiobooks at a time for a loan 
period of three weeks.

Over 570 digital titles have been added to the collection 
and more titles will be added on a monthly basis. The use of 
the NetLibrary platform gives users direct access to popular 
titles published under the Clipper/Wavesound imprint.  

To start, log on to catalogue.mvcc.vic.gov.au and follow 
the link to downloadable audio books. More information is 
available on the library website or at your local branch.   

Read Down Your Fines
Read Down Your Fines is a 
new program being trialled 
at all Moonee Valley libraries 
over the summer until  
28 February. The program 
encourages children and young people aged 5 to 18 to 
spend time reading in the library to get credit to pay  
for overdue fines on their library cards.  

Readers get $1 credit for each 30 minutes they read in the 
library and are invited to keep reading until they have paid 
off their library overdue fines. Children and young people 
can sign up at their local branch to register for the program.   

Anyone taking part can read books, magazines, newspapers 
or online databases. 

This is the perfect way for children and young people to 
continue to use the library while encouraging them to 
become life-long members. Public libraries are essential to 
the national effort to improve literacy skills. This is a great 
example of a program that will help children and young 
people to improve their reading and literacy skills.

For more information call 8325 1900, visit  
libraries.mvcc.vic.gov.au or visit your local branch.

Libraries news  
in brief
Celebrate Chinese New Year 
Families are invited to celebrate Chinese New Year and 
usher in the Year of the Rabbit. Join in the fun, noise 
and colour with traditional lion dancers, loud drums 
and fire crackers.   

Flemington Library 
Monday, 7 February at 4pm 
Free but bookings essential. Call 8325 1975.

Author Talk  
Dr Christine Maingard,  
Think Less Be More: Mental Detox for Everyone

Dr Christine Maingard is a speaker, writer, facilitator and 
business consultant. She outlines strategies on how 
we can help ourselves – and others – to become free 
from the limitations and negative influence of our own 
thinking. 

Sam Merrifield Library 
Monday, 21 February at 7pm

Free but bookings essential. Call 8325 1950.

An Afternoon with Arnold Zable 
Arnold Zable is an acclaimed writer and storyteller 
who has written numerous books about displacement, 
the refugee experience and immigration to Australia. 
Arnold will talk about his development as a writer, the 
art of storytelling and his books.  

Avondale Heights Library and Learning Centre 
Saturday, 5 March at 2pm
Free but bookings essential. Call 8325 1940.

Italian book morning  
The library is updating its collection of Italian books and 
invites community input. The Italian community and 
readers of Italian literature are invited to select which 
new books and DVDs they would like to see added to 
the library collection. The morning will include a poetry 
reading, Italian cakes, tea and coffee. 

Avondale Heights Library and Learning Centre 
Wednesday, 23 March at 10.30am 
Free but bookings essential. Call 8325 1940.
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Rose Hill Ward Myrnong Ward Buckley Ward
Additional footpaths and revegetation 
around Steele Creek/Valley Lake Estate 
(Keilor East)
$100,000

Updates to traffic precinct around 
Union Road (Ascot Vale)

$55,000

New playground in Talbot Road 
Reserve (Strathmore)

$25,000

Road improvements to Orleans Road 
(Avondale Heights)

$43,000

New boardwalk, pathways and seating 
in Queens Park (Moonee Ponds)

$300,000

Road improvements to Eldorado Street 
(Strathmore)

$23,000

Redevelopment works at East Keilor 
Leisure Centre, including spa/sauna 
and new change rooms/toilets for 
synthetic pitch 

$1,500,000

Road improvements in Bent Street 
(Moonee Ponds) 
 

$118,000

Updates to traffic precinct around  
The Boulevard (Aberfeldie)
 
 

$60,000

Renewal works to Ratcliffe Hall 
(Airport West)

$40,000

Landscape upgrades in West Street 
Reserve (Ascot Vale)

$30,000

Implementation of Essendon Traffic 
School Landscape Plan

 $10,000

Road improvements to Cresswold 
Avenue (Avondale Heights)

$38,000

Changes to traffic precinct around 
Holmes Road (Moonee Ponds)

$70,000

Changes to traffic precinct around 
Mascoma Street (Strathmore)

$60,000

Improvements to Canning Street 
Reserve Pavilion (Avondale Heights)
 

$200,000

Tree planting, new furniture and  new 
signage in Fairbairn Park (Ascot Vale)
 

$150,000

Tree planting and new street furniture 
in Rose Street Shopping Centre 
(Essendon)

$30,000

Capital Works Projects in your Ward

Capital works recently completed or underway in your Ward are listed below.  
For further information on any of these capital works, please contact Council on 9243 8888.

In Focus  Queens Park boardwalk opens�
The first stage of the Queens Park Master Plan, a boardwalk at the 
southern end of the park, opened in December.

The boardwalk provides park visitors with a multi-purpose space with 
views over the lake, links with the existing paths around the park and 
includes a new performance area for community events. 

This is the first of three boardwalks around the lake that have been 
planned for as part of the master plan. Visit mvcc.vic.gov.au/parks  
to view the master plan.



Mayor, Cr John Sipek   jsipek@mvcc.vic.gov.au
Portfolio – Sports and Recreation 
I’m honoured to serve the Moonee Valley Community as Mayor for 2011 and encourage 
residents to contact me with any issues or suggestions. 
The redevelopment works at East Keilor Leisure Centre are now underway with solar heating 
for the outdoor pool, new change rooms, toilet facilities and spa/sauna being constructed 
first. Speak to leisure centre staff to find out more. 
A reminder that the summer period is a good time to check your smoke alarms and replace 
the batteries. If you’re going on holiday, turn your hot water off and let your neighbours 
know you’re going away. Stay safe this summer. 
Lastly, if you have boxes left over from Christmas, the transfer station in Moonee Ponds will 
accept your recyclables FREE of charge. Call 8325 1730 for more information.

Cr Shirley Cornish   scornish@mvcc.vic.gov.au
Portfolio – Environment and Conservation 
It’s great to see that work to upgrade East Keilor Leisure Centre and heat the outdoor pool has 
started. I look forward to the improved services there. I was pleased to recently attend an event 
to recognise the Greek Community of Keilor at Milleara Integrated Learning and Development 
Centre for Children. The Greek community has a long association with the site, which is 
acknowledged through new signage. 
I am proud that Council recently committed to support the Victoria Police Kokoda Program for 
the next five years. The program is a positive experience that helps local young people stay at 
school, find employment and become leaders within their communities. Following consultation, 
the application to Council to build a residential development at 69-89 Military Road, Avondale 
Heights was withdrawn. Thank you to everyone who took the opportunity to have their say.  
Enjoy the summer months.

Cr Ange Kenos   akenos@mvcc.vic.gov.au
Portfolio – Physical Services and Assets 
With summer upon us, I ask all residents to be good neighbours and to ensure that nature 
strips are kept mown, to keep any vacant land clean and not to litter our streets or parks. 
Don’t let the hot summer weather create problems for our community.
I also beg you, if you have a pool, please ensure that you have a sturdy pool fence. With 
summer too comes heat stroke. Council has great leaflets in many languages on how to stay 
cool. Please take care in the summer sun.
Finally, I ask all Ward residents to contact me about your community’s budget needs for 
community halls, neighbourhood houses, parks and reserves, playgrounds, youth services  
and to support our older citizens from all ethnic communities. If our budget is to help you,  
you must tell me what you hope to get out of it. Have a safe and happy holiday.

Rose Hill Ward Ward Duty

Rose Hill
Ward

Buckley 
Ward

Myrnong 
Ward
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Airport West    Avondale Heights    Essendon West    Keilor East
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Rose Hill
Ward

Buckley 
Ward

Myrnong 
Ward

Deputy Mayor, Cr James Rankin   jrankin@mvcc.vic.gov.au
Portfolio – Corporate and Citizen Services
I was delighted to be appointed Deputy Mayor for 2011 in November. As always, it is a privilege 
to serve the people of Moonee Valley. 
Council had to make some tough planning decisions in 2010. Some of those decisions were 
made out of our hands at the State level by VCAT. Regardless, the most important thing is 
that Council continues to work with the community to have solid plans in place to ensure our 
suburbs stay the way we want them to be. 
The end of November saw a change of government at State level and a new Member for 
Essendon, Justin Madden MLA. I look forward to continuing the good working relationship 
this Council has always had with all levels of government. We also said farewell to my fellow 
Myrnong Ward Councillor, Rose Iser. I’d like to wish Rose well in her future endeavours. She will 
be sorely missed. 
As you are aware, the Melbourne Showgrounds is busy with events during this time of year. 
Please call the event hotline on 9281 7400 if you have any queries about these events. Stay safe 
this summer.

Cr Jim Cusack   jcusack@mvcc.vic.gov.au
Portfolio – Economic Development
Over the festive season Council supported an important sporting event – the Australian 
Somali Football Championships. This event was part held at Debneys Park in Flemington. It was 
wonderful to see Somali teams from all over Australia come to Moonee Valley to compete. 
I encourage everyone to have their say on the new draft Maribyrnong River Master Plan, which 
is currently out on consultation. The draft plan provides a long-term, grand vision for the river’s 
future, including improved walking and bike paths along the river. You can read about the draft 
plan in this edition of Valley View or online on Council’s website.
Council is also rolling out a plan to improve the safety in the Mt Alexander Road Precinct. This 
plan takes a holistic approach and includes a range of actions to help Council, the Police, State 
Government, licensed venues and residents work together to address some of the issues in this 
area, mainly associated with late night activities. 

Councillor resignation
Cr Rose Iser has resigned as a Moonee Valley Councillor. The Victorian Electoral Commission 
has initiated a count-back process to fill the Extraordinary Vacancy. At the time of going to 
print, this process was still underway.

Ascot Vale    Flemington    Moonee Ponds    Travancore 
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Buckley Ward Ward Duty

Cr Narelle Sharpe   nsharpe@mvcc.vic.gov.au
Portfolio – Traffic and Transportation Planning
VCAT has made some sensible decisions in Buckley Ward recently and has upheld Council 
decisions to refuse planning proposals at 23 Dudley Street, North Essendon and 22 Buckley 
Street, Essendon (respectively). Both proposals were for the development of large, bulky, 
multi-storey apartment dwellings within residential areas. VCAT’s decision to refuse these 
applications is a big win for residents and I am very pleased with the result.  
We need to protect our residential areas from such large scale overdevelopment and Council 
needs strong policies in place to ensure established areas are protected. I will continue to 
advocate for you, the resident, and the implementation of Council policy that residents can 
rely on for protection.

Cr Jan Chantry   jchantry@mvcc.vic.gov.au
Portfolio – Arts and Culture
As chair of the Arts and Culture portfolio, I’m committed to ensuring we target our cultural 
services more closely to the needs of the community. To help us do this, I’m hoping that 
Council will shortly be seeking expressions of interest for a new community advisory 
committee. Made up of local practising artists and experts, the committee will guide and 
help create a future vision for arts and culture in Moonee Valley.
In addition, there may soon be some exciting changes at the Clocktower Centre. Now 10 
years old, Council is looking to refresh both the facility and its programs. We may be trialling 
new ideas soon so keep an eye out for more information.
Over the next couple of years there will be also interesting improvements to the Incinerator 
Arts Complex that will take it into another exciting phase of development. I encourage you 
all to take a look at page 14 to find out more about the programs planned for 2011.

Cr Paul Giuliano   pgiuliano@mvcc.vic.gov.au
Portfolio – Land Use and Planning
Council was very disappointed with VCAT’s decision to grant a permit to build a 21-storey 
residential development at 1 Ascot Vale Road in Flemington. The developer appealed to 
VCAT on the grounds that Council had failed to grant a permit within the prescribed time 
limit – 60 days. We are committed to continuing discussion with the new State Government 
to get them to understand that on large complex developments 60 days is not long enough 
and puts Council and the community at a disadvantage.
Some good news for the Strathmore community! Council recently purchased a parcel 
of land from VicRoads to upgrade and redevelop the Strathmore Childcare Centre. This 
purchase will enable us to achieve our vision for this site and improve child care services in 
the Strathmore area.
Just a reminder for all owners of private swimming pools and spas, please make sure your 
property is safe for all users, especially during the hotter months. It is vital that all owners 
of swimming pools or spas maintain their safety barriers including gates, fences and doors. 

Aberfeldie    Essendon    Essendon Fields    Essendon North 
Niddrie    Strathmore     Strathmore Heights




